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you may see upon what stuff the English are fed. If you will look at the description of Mr. Dayton's death in the American Consul's letter to Weed in the Times, New York, of the 21st, you may see something that will interest you, and will be a guarantee of the facts of a certain narrative. Not that you ever doubted them. If we have fine weather now for a day or two, I hope to return.
This death of Dayton may make a place for Stanton.
Yours, BBNJ.
P. S. Tell Blanche she must perfect herself in French, and I think you would amuse yourself by studying it.
From General Butler to Admired Porter
Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C.t December tAih, 1864, 10 P.M.
ADMIRAL: We will endeavor to effect a landing above Flag Pond Hill battery, between that and Half Moon, at such an hour as [may] be fixed upon by consultation between yourself and General Weitzel, who will have command of the troops, and who will meet you at any hour you choose to arrange details.
To do this it will probably be necessary that you should send such vessels as will cover the landing, and what those shall be is of course for your better judgment.
We design in the first place to send on shore a party for recon-noissance sufficiently strong to hold the landing if we gain a foothold, and then to land as rapidly as possible our whole force, and if from the reconnoissance it is deemed practicable to attempt an assault on Fort Fisher, the assault will be made.
We have boats enough of our own to land the first detachment. We shall ask you for any spare boats you may have, with their crews to pull them, to aid in the landing of our forces. A half dozen armed with howitzers had also better be sent. Will you allow these boats to report to General Graham? We can take them in tow from such points as you may designate.
It would seem to be best that the naval attack should be continued with spirit and effect upon the fort, and endeavor to silence it and keep it silent.
The messenger who bears this will take back an answer and notify General Weitzel when you will desire to see him.
It is suggested that the landing takes place about eight (8)